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PROSPECTUS
CAMBRIDGE ICE &
CAMBRIDGE AICE
(Grades 8 - 12)

Boston Online High School is a registered Cambridge
Associate. We offer Cambridge programmes online. Our
students take Cambridge exams at approved test venues or
through registered Cambridge International Schools.
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01

WHO WE

ARE

Boston Online High School is
a registered Cambridge
associate that allows
students to complete their
Cambridge education and
gain an internationally
recognised matric in a fully
supported and structured
online mode.
We ensure the legitimacy of
every student’s Cambridge
education by providing
academic content that is
in-line and up to date with
the Cambridge syllabus.
Boston Online High School
has access to Cambridge
endorsed resources such as
updated syllabus guidelines
and most recent past
papers to support
successful online learning.
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WHY BOSTON
ONLINE
HIGH SCHOOL
• Internationally recognised curriculum
• An accredited Cambridge International
Associate

• Live online lessons with qualified and
Cambridge experienced Cambridge
teachers
• World-class Boston Online High
School platform with interactive
videos, e-books and diagnostics
• Sophisticated technology to ensure
engagement and retention throughout

• Parent login accounts
• Clubs and Societies
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HOW WE
SUPPORT OUR
STUDENTS

At Boston Online High
School, online does
not mean alone.
Students receive:
• Weekly live student support sessions
• Lesson plans guiding students how
to complete the curriculum in time
• Access to asynchronous content
and/or live lessons
• Cambridge textbooks & workbooks
• Team projects amongst students in
forums
• Mock exams with detailed solutions
• Monthly student tracking of progress
and participation through
diagnostics
• Parent & tutor login accounts
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02 CAMBRIDGE
PROGRAMMES
OFFERED
Cambridge
Lower
Secondary
Cambridge Lower
Secondary is typically for
learners aged 11 to 14 years
(Grades 7-9). Boston Online
High School's dedicated
team of experts designed a
three-year course that
encompasses the Lower
Secondary curriculum
content (also known as
Junior High) prescribed by
Cambridge. This course
provides learners with
excellent preparation for
Cambridge Upper
Secondary (also known as
Cambridge IGCSE) and the
Cambridge ICE Award.
Subjects offered:
• English
• Mathematics
• Science
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International
Certificate of Education
(ICE)
Cambridge ICE is a group award at the
upper secondary level. Students
between the ages of 14 – 16 are suitable
for participating in the ICE certificate.
It allows for the offering of a broad and
balanced curriculum by recognising the
achievements of learners who pass
examinations in at least seven
Cambridge IGCSE subjects from five
different subject groups, including two
different languages, Mathematics and
Cambridge Global Perspectives. This
award provides technical and
foundational access to the Advanced
International Certificate of Education
(AICE), the Cambridge award that
facilitates seamless access to higher
education and/or entry to the
workplace.
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HOW IT WORKS
Cambridge ICE is awarded to students
who pass at least seven Cambridge IGCSE
subjects, including two from Group 1 and
one from each of Groups 2 to 5. The
seventh subject may be chosen from any
of the syllabus groups. Students who
qualify for the Cambridge ICE award will
be placed in one of three categories:
Distinction - Grade A or higher in five
subjects and Grade C or better in two
subjects.
Merit - Grade C or higher in five subjects
and Grade F or higher in two subjects.
Pass - Grade G or higher in seven
subjects.
Students enter and sit for a minimum of
seven subjects selected from the five
Cambridge IGCSE curriculum areas:

Group 1 – Languages
Group 2 - Humanities
Group 3 - Sciences
Group 4 - Mathematics
Group 5 - Creative and Vocational
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INDEPENDENT
CAMBRIDGE
IGCSE COURSES
Candidates who wish to register for single
Cambridge IGCSE subjects but not for the
complete ICE award are welcome to do so.
Parents/guardians of candidates who are
enrolled in an existing school system
and/or are currently registered as ‘homeschooled’ and who wish to obtain discrete
IGCSE subjects only must sign a waiver to
declare that they understand the
following: that the candidate will not
achieve the complete ICE award but
instead will only be eligible for IGCSE
single subject awards.
1. Boston prep course Mathematics
2. Boston prep course English
3. IGCSE Mathematics
4. IGCSE English
5. IGCSE Afrikaans
6. IGCSE isiZulu
7. IGCSE Physics
8. IGCSE Chemistry
9. IGCSE Business studies
10. IGCSE Economics
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Advanced
International
Certificate of
Education (AICE)
The Advanced International Certificate
of Education (AICE) Diploma is the final
phase for high schoolers completing an
academic track in preparation for postschool studies, i.e. Degrees. This is not a
vocationally orientated award, however
it can also serve as a solid stepping
stone for vocational careers/studies.
AICE is at the advanced level, consisting
of Advanced Supplementary subjects at
Boston, and is for learners who, at
minimum, turn 16 years of age in the first
year of registration for the award, and
who have already achieved either a
Grade 9, Grade 10 or the Cambridge ICE
award.

The AICE Diploma represents the ‘gold
standard’ Cambridge International AS
(Advanced Supplementary) and A
(Advanced) Level qualifications. A
minimum of two years of learning is
required to achieve either of the AICE
Diplomas.
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HOW IT WORKS
The Cambridge AICE Diploma is made up of
individual Cambridge International AS & A
Levels, which have widespread
international standing as educational
qualifications. The Cambridge AICE
Diploma is a group certificate which
requires learners to study a compulsory
core subject, Cambridge AS Level Global
Perspectives & Research, with Cambridge
AS & A Level subjects drawn from three
curriculum areas: Mathematics and Science
(Group 1), Languages (Group 2), and Arts and
Humanities (Group 3). There is the option to
study interdisciplinary subjects (Group 4).
Subjects
Group 1: Mathematics and Sciences
Group 2: Languages
Group 3: Arts and Humanities
Group 4: Interdisciplinary subjects
(optional)
Learners must achieve at least one credit
from each of Groups 1, 2 and 3. A maximum
of two credits can count from Group 4,
which is optional. Cambridge International
A Level subjects are graded from A* to E.
Cambridge International AS Level subjects
are graded A to E. There is no A* grade
awarded at Cambridge International AS
Level. The Cambridge AICE Diploma is
awarded on a points system, so each grade
is converted to a number of points as
shown in the table below. Grade A* is
awarded 140 points, however the maximum
number of Cambridge AICE Diploma points
is capped at 420.
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INDEPENDENT
CAMBRIDGE AS
LEVELS.
Candidates who wish to register for
single AS subjects but not for the
complete AICE award are welcome to do
so. Parents/guardians of candidates who
are enrolled in an existing school system
and/or are currently registered as ‘homeschooled’ and who wish to obtain discrete
AS subjects only must sign a waiver to
declare that they understand the
following: that the candidate will not
achieve the complete AICE award but
instead will only be eligible for AS single
subject awards.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
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Boston prep course Mathematics
Boston prep course English
AS level Mathematics
AS level English
AS level Afrikaans
AS level Business studies
AS level Economics

03 CAMBRIDGE
EXAMS

Exams are taken at the end
of each course at a registered
Cambridge exam centre
nearest to the student’s
location. Each subject
receives a separate grade.

Most exams can be written
in June and November with
flexibility of timing.
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04 UNIVERSITY
ADMISSION

Cambridge International has
an agreement with USAf
(Universities South Africa) in
terms of the combination of
subjects which would allow
students into South African
Universities. Once a learner
has received all their results
from Cambridge, they can
apply for a certificate of
exemption from USAf and
then apply to study at their
chosen university.
Admission into a desired
field of tertiary study is
dependent on whether the
student has met the
university’s Cambridge entry
requirements for that
specific field. Students can
apply to USAf prior to
release of results. This
allows USAf time to process
payments sooner to assist
students with issuing of
exemption certificates.
Some universities require
students to write the
National Benchmark Tests:
Please take note of this at
www.nbt.ac.za.
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CONTACT US
247 Louis Botha Avenue,
Orchards, Johannesburg, 2197
https://bostonhighschool.co.za
011-551-9000

Boston Online High School is a registered Cambridge
Associate. We offer Cambridge programmes online. Our
students take Cambridge exams at approved test venues or
through registered Cambridge International Schools.

